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27 CFR Ch. I (4–1–16 Edition) § 53.3 

§ 53.3 Exemption certificates. 

Several provisions of this part, relat-
ing to sales exempt from manufactur-
ers excise tax, require the manufac-
turer to obtain an exemption certifi-
cate from the purchaser to substan-
tiate the exempt character of the sale. 
Any form of exemption certificate will 
be acceptable if it includes all the in-
formation required by the provisions of 
this part. These certificates are avail-
able as preprinted documents, which 
may be ordered by mailing a request to 
the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and 
Trade Bureau, National Revenue Cen-
ter, 550 Main Street, Room 1516, Cin-
cinnati, OH 45202. The preprinted cer-
tificates may be reproduced as needed. 

[T.D. TTB–44, 71 FR 16957, Apr. 4, 2006] 

Subpart B—Definitions 

§ 53.11 Meaning of terms. 

When used in this part and in forms 
prescribed under this part, where not 
otherwise distinctly expressed or mani-
festly incompatible with the intent 
thereof, terms shall have the meanings 
ascribed in this section. Words in the 
plural form shall include the singular, 
and vice versa, and words importing 
the masculine gender shall include the 
feminine. The terms ‘‘includes’’ and 
‘‘including’’ do not exclude other 
things not enumerated which are in the 
same general class or are otherwise 
within the scope thereof. 

Administrator. The Administrator, Al-
cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bu-
reau, Department of the Treasury, 
Washington, DC. 

Appropriate TTB officer. An officer or 
employee of the Alcohol and Tobacco 
Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) author-
ized to perform any functions relating 
to the administration or enforcement 
of this part by TTB Order 1135.53, Dele-
gation of the Administrator’s Authori-
ties in 27 CFR Part 53, Manufacturers 
Excise Taxes—Firearms and Ammuni-
tion. 

Calendar quarter. A period of 3 cal-
endar months ending on March 31, June 
30, September 30, or December 31. 

Calendar year. The period which be-
gins January 1 and ends on the fol-
lowing December 31. 

Chapter 32. For purposes of this part 
chapter 32 means section 4181, chapter 
32, of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, as amended. 

Code. Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
as amended. 

Electronic fund transfer (EFT). Any 
transfer of funds effected by a tax-
payer’s financial institution, either di-
rectly or through a correspondent 
banking relationship, via the Federal 
Reserve Communications System 
(FRCS) or Fedwire to the Treasury Ac-
count at the Federal Reserve Bank. 

Exportation. The severance of an arti-
cle from the mass of things belonging 
within the United States with the in-
tention of uniting it with the mass of 
things belonging within some foreign 
country or within a possession of the 
United States. 

Exporter. The person named as ship-
per or consignor in the export bill of 
lading. 

Financial institution. A bank or other 
financial institution, whether or not a 
member of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem, which has access to the Federal 
Reserve Communications Systems 
(FRCS) or Fedwire. The ‘‘FRCS’’ or 
‘‘Fedwire’’ is a communications net-
work that allows Federal Reserve Sys-
tem member financial institutions to 
effect a transfer of funds for their cus-
tomers (or other financial institutions) 
to the Treasury Account at the Federal 
Reserve Bank. 

Firearms. Any portable weapons, such 
as rifles, carbines, machine guns, shot-
guns, or fowling pieces, from which a 
shot, bullet, or other projectile may be 
discharged by an explosive. 

Importer. Any person who brings a 
taxable article into the United States 
from a source outside the United 
States, or who withdraws such an arti-
cle from a customs bonded warehouse 
for sale or use in the United States. If 
the nominal importer of a taxable arti-
cle is not its beneficial owner (for ex-
ample, the nominal importer is a cus-
toms broker engaged by the beneficial 
owner), the beneficial owner is the 
‘‘importer’’ of the article for purposes 
of chapter 32 of the Code and is liable 
for tax on his sale or use of the article 
in the United States. See section 4219 
of the Code and 27 CFR 53.121 for the 
circumstances under which sales by 
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